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BSA finds Punjabi talkback programme Panthic Vichar breached the Radio Code
fairness standard

The Broadcasting Standards Authority (BSA) has found that a segment on Punjabi
talkback programme, Panthic Vichar, broadcast on community radio station, Planet FM,
breached the fairness standard.

During a talkback item, the host made a number of serious allegations about the conduct
of the complainants and their involvement in a recent kabaddi tournament. He implied that
one of the complainants, a kabaddi sports club, was misusing grant money that had been
paid for the benefit of the community, and that the complainants cheated or pressured
referees to change the results of a semi-final kabaddi tournament match.

At the time of broadcast, the host invited the complainants to phone in to the radio
programme to clarify their position. The complainants were not given the opportunity to
respond to the allegations prior to broadcast, or to have their views broadcast on air at the
time the allegations were made.

The BSA upheld the complaint under the fairness standard, finding that the host's
comments reflected negatively on the complainants and they should have been given an
opportunity to respond. The invitation to call in to the broadcast, at the time the adverse
comments were made, was not sufficient to discharge the broadcaster’s obligations under
the fairness standard.

“In order to comply with the standard, the broadcaster was required to seek the
complainants’ views prior to broadcast and to include those views in the broadcast at the
time the allegations, or adverse comments, were made.”

The BSA recognised that the issues covered in the programme carried public interest for
the target audience. It recognised that the expression of ideas, however critical or
unpopular, on matters of public interest to the community is fundamental to free speech
principles. However, where the host's comments had the potential to adversely affect the
complainants, the complainants should have been given the opportunity to respond, prior
to broadcast, to the negative comments made about them.

The Authority did not make any orders, recording that the publication of the decision was
sufficient to publicly notify and censure the broadcaster’'s conduct.

ENDS
For more information contact Catie Murray on 021 623 794.



FURTHER INFORMATION

Kabaddi is a contact sport originating in India. It involves two teams of seven players, with a single
player known as the raider who scores paints for their team. 10 teams participated at the kabaddi
tournament referred to in the broadcast, during the Takanini Gurudwara 13" anniversary
celebrations in March 2018.

The programme was broadcast on 12 March 2018 on Planet FM. The full decision is available at
http://bsa.govt.nz/decisions/latest. The decision was made under the Radio Code of Broadcasting
Practice which is available at http://bsa.govt.nz/standards/overview.

The below translation has been prepared by the Translation Service at the Department of Internal
Affairs.

ABOUT THE BROADCASTING STANDARDS AUTHORITY

The BSA is an independent Crown entity that oversees the broadcasting standards regime in New
Zealand. The BSA determines complaints that broadcasts have breached standards, undertakes
research and oversees the development of broadcasting standards in consultation with
broadcasters.

The Authority members are Peter Radich (Chair), Te Raumawhitu Kupenga, Paula Rose and
Wendy Palmer.

For more information see our website: www.bsa.govt.nz
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This translation has been prepared by the Translation Service at the Department of Internal Affairs.
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