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FOREWORD

O U T G O I N G CHAIRPERSON

Secondly, that the complaints system can be modified to enable a
significant number of less complex complaints to be dealt with more

The report which follows provides a comprehensive review of the
Authority's activities during the past year and at the time of signing it I

expeditiously.
Finally, that more funds can be provided for research purposes to

am immediate past chairperson. Thus it is appropriate that I confine

enable the Authority to ensure that it is working in harmony with the

my comments to expressions of appreciation to those who have

accepted standards of society in general, and the viewing public in

supported me so loyally and efficiently throughout the past six years.

particular - standards which are subject to continuous movement.

It is a formidable challenge to be given the task of establishing an
entirely new statutory body and guiding and directing it through
unexplored territories particularly when those territories are occupied
by bodies which so strongly opposed its establishment.
I believe that the Authority has succeeded to the extent that it has

lain Gallaway, Chairperson

become a credible organisation, respected by the majority of those

until 31 May 1995

who have dealings with it.
I have enjoyed the privilege of working with eight members during
my six years as chairperson, seven of them women, and I have been

I N C O M I N G CHAIRPERSON

fortunate indeed in the calibre of those appointed. We have not
always agreed (it would be unhealthy if we did), and a number of our
decisions have been majority ones, but all six hundred of them have

Since its inception in 1989, the Broadcasting Standards Authority
has established for itself a reputation for integrity and reliability, and

been reached without acrimony and with an understanding of other's

its relevance in the broadcasting environment is fully justified. I am

viewpoints. Whilst it may be invidious to name individuals, I make

fortunate to inherit a disciplined, highly motivated organisation whose

special mention of Joanne Morris who served the Authority outstand

members and staff are dedicated to quality performance.

ingly well for all but three months of those six years.
The quality of our small stable staff has been exceptional also.
Gail Powell, our Executive Director, has been with the Authority

A significant event for the Authority this year was farewelling not
only founding chairperson lain Gallaway but also founding member
Joanne Morris. Their contribution in setting the standards for quality

throughout its existence and has been an integral and invaluable

decision-making and in shaping the direction and vision of the

support. Ann Hensley, Michael Stace, Phillipa Ballard, Deborah

Authority has been immense. I am sure that I speak not only for

Houston and Madeline Palmer are also long serving and loyal

current and past members and staff but also for viewers and listeners

contributors. Dr Stace's ability and attitude to complainants and

in saying that we all are very grateful for the dedication and wisdom

broadcasters alike, have made him an outstanding Complaints

they brought to the Authority during its first six formative years.

Manager.
I also want to express my deep appreciation of the support which I
have received at all times throughout my terms from the two Ministers
of Broadcasting with whom I have worked, The Rt Hon Jonathan Hunt
and The Hon Maurice Williamson.
I was first appointed to the Board of the BCNZ in 1979 and apart
from a break of two years in the early eighties, I have been shuttling to

Losing another member, Bill Fraser, in July this year for personal
reasons has increased considerably the workload of the remaining
three members.
Broadcasting impacts upon and influences the daily lives of all of
us in the community. It changes to reflect developments in society, and
more importantly, it influences those developments. Broadcasting
standards must therefore provide active, living guidance for broad

and from Wellington once or twice each month. There is a certain

casters. They must reflect the expectations of the community, and take

sense of relief accompanying my retirement but also reassurance in

account as far as is realistic, of the important advances in technology

the knowledge that my successor is Judith Potter. I had known her

which will impact upon broadcasting as we now know it. This

professionally during her period as President of the NZ Law Society

presents continuing challenges for the Authority, challenges which it

and subsequently worked with her as a member of the panel which

must meet, and must be resourced to meet. I welcome those chal

reviewed the Advertising Standards Authority's advertising code. She

lenges and look forward to my involvement with the Authority.

brings many qualities to the position and I wish her well.
I end with three hopes for the Authority.
First, that violence on screen will be further reduced. Although
there is considerable satisfaction in the knowledge that the level of
violence has been reduced quite dramatically in recent years and is at

Judith Potter, Chairperson

its lowest since monitoring began, there is still a long way to go.

from 1 June 1 995

MEMBERS

lain Gallaway, QSO, MBE, a Dunedin barrister and solicitor, was the founding chairperson of
the Authority and served in that position for six years until his retirement at
the end of May this year. Mr Gallaway was a familiar voice on radio
throughout New Zealand after 40 years of sports broadcasting. He also
served on the Board of the Broadcasting Corporation of New Zealand for
seven and a half years including three years as Deputy Chairman of Radio
New Zealand. He served as Chancellor of the Anglican Diocese of
Dunedin for thirty-four years and on the boards of numerous national and
local charities, business and sporting organisations.

Judith Porter, CBE, LL.B, a senior commercial partner in the Auckland office of the law firm
Kensington Swan and past president of the New Zealand Law Society
1991 -94, was appointed Chairperson of the Authority in June 1995. She
is a director of ECNZ and the NZ Guardian Trust, a member of the
Securities Commission and chaired the working party which reviewed the
Advertising Standards Authority liquor advertising code.

Rosemary Barraclough, BA (Hons.), Dip Journ, completed her three year term in September
1994. She is a print journalist who worked as a reporter and sub-editor on
daily newspapers in Timaru and Hamilton before moving to Auckland.

Bill Fraser AFNZIM. Oamaru was appointed to the Authority in September 1 994. He was a
manager and owner of Foodstuffs companies in Otago and Southland. In
addition to holding directorships he is deputy mayor of the Waitaki District
Council and chairman of its Finance Committee. Mr Fraser resigned at the
end of July 1995 for family reasons.

Lyndsay Loates, Auckland, began her term on the Authority in July 1994. She has worked as
a professional journalist both in New Zealand and overseas and has won
several national journalism awards. After a period as deputy editor and
senior feature writer with More Magazine, she has worked as a freelance
lllIlSIlllllB^

Rosemary McLeod a Wellington-based journalist, was appointed to the Authority in May
1995. She has won numerous journalism awards for investigative report
ing, feature writing, and column writing. She has also had extensive
experience as a television drama script writer and editor and has worked
as a news reporter for both television and radio.

Joanne Morris OBE. LL.M (Hons.) formerly a senior law lecturer at Victoria University in
Wellington, resigned in March 1995, after serving on the Authority since its
establishment. Ms Morris is a member of the Waitangi Tribunal, chaired
the 1988 Ministerial Committee of Inquiry into Pornography and is a New
Zealand Law Commissioner.
Note: One position on the Authority was vacant at the time of publication.

